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(1] ®"O%EXEFH. BREICEZREL,

One of the first cultural differences I noticed between Japan and the United States was the length of school
summer vacation. In Japan, students typically ( 1 ) a little over a month off, and during that time, they
are expected to complete homework assignments. In contrast, American students enjoy two to three months
of unstructured time*. I think that this difference reveals a lot about how each society views education,
independence and childhood.

The origins of America’s long summer break go back to the agricultural calendar, when children were

expected to help with farm work during the hottest months. (2)These days. most American children are not
working in fields, but the tradition of a long break remains. And unlike in Japan, schools generally don’t
assign homework. At first, the months of complete freedom might sound great, but for parents, it can be
overwhelming to find ways to keep their children ( 3 ) and supervised for so long. As kids grow older, the
responsibility shifts to them. Teenagers especially are expected to use the time wisely, whether that means
working part-time, volunteering or ( 4 ) for college applications.

My own childhood summers were a mix of fun, exploration and independence. Like many American
children, I attended overnight summer camps for several weeks each year. These camps were like little worlds
of their own. (5)[ FLIZAKIKCNA T2 7D X 9D REHEZFAT, 1, but also softer skills like teamwork,
leadership and resilience®. Looking back, I think those camps taught me early on how to get along with
different kinds of people and adapt to new situations, ( 6 ) are skills I still rely on today.

Another invaluable part of my summers was traveling to Japan to stay with my grandparents. (7)Thanks

to the long break, I was able to spend one to two months every yvear with them. That time became the

foundation of my relationship with them, since during the school year we lived so far apart. One summer,
when I was about 10, I even flew to Japan by myself. The airline had a special “unaccompanied minor”
program where staff escorted children traveling alone through the airport and onto the plane. At the time, I
felt very grown-up navigating international travel on my own, and it gave me confidence I wouldn’t have
gained otherwise.

As I got older, summer began to feel less like a carefree vacation and more like an opportunity that had to
be managed carefully or I would fall behind. In high school, I worked part-time jobs, volunteered at nursing
homes and hospitals, and interned at nonprofits. All of these experiences looked good on college applications,
but they also gave me a taste of the adult world and an understanding of ( 8 ) it means to contribute to
society. I wasn’t alone; many of my peers” were equally ambitious. Some worked full-time at their parents’
businesses, ( 9 ) others joined volunteer programs abroad to help out struggling communities*. One
particularly hard-working classmate started a pop-up food stand ( 10 ) he learned about sourcing
ingredients, marketing and customer service all in one summer.

Comparing this to Japan, the difference is clear. Japanese students often spend summer doing homework,
attending cram schools or focusing on club activities. There’s strong sense of structure, while in the United
States, the emphasis is on self-direction. Having months of unstructured time forced me to think about how
to make the most of it, whether that meant deepening family ties, discovering new interests or preparing for
the future.

In the end, ( 11 ) long or short, summer vacation plays an important role in shaping children. The
American style gave me freedom to discover what I’'m good at and built my independence and confidence. The
Japanese style ensures consistency, discipline and steady progress. Each has its strengths. What matters

most is that students use their vacation, however long (12)it is, as a chance to grow in ways that can’t always

1



happen in the classroom.

*kunstructured time: TiE 72 2320 H H 72 FFH
*resilience: ML HE D ), WgE~DIME

*peer(s): ffifEl, = Z CIXERAESCRH UK OAMEE BKT 5
* struggling community(-ies): &R(Z7E L e Hitso A %

REINA. “Through REINA’s Eyes 4 % % 2 %” Asahi Weekly 22 Oct. 2025:26

[1] AP oI TOIROHBEORE T, Kb Fl L 2 A% —2BUARE N,

1.independence [in*de-pend-ence] 2. generally[gen - er-al-ly]l 3.relationship[re-la-tion*ship]

O © 6 ® O®© © 0w ODO®© 6@ @
4. understand [ un * der - stand | 5. vacation [ va - ca * tion |
o @ O O @ 6

AL OWEIZ A D DICHE LTz b DERD 1 ~4 L0 BEGHR S,

(1 1. have 2. to have 3. having 4. had
3 1. entertain 2. to entertain 3. entertaining 4. entertained
(4) 1. prepare 2. to prepare 3. preparing 4. prepared

[3] At P Q) & (DE B ATBCR LS,

AP DG)D HAGE & [ UEWIZR D X D ICROFEFEEZ W ~F 272 S0, SUROEA L, SCRICE Y 4 RiX
DTN &,
(5) FLTAKIKSCNA X2 T DX D B AT,
[ like / and / learned / hiking / skills / I / practical / swimming ]

ALFOE)@O@OUOANCAND DIZHE LT b D ERD 1~5 L 0RO S0,
1. where 2. which 3. while 4. whether 5. what

6] ALHDADD it BEHKT D HOICHONTARBETEE 2 &,

[7] AXHONEE—ET 5 bOERD 1~5 LY RO S,
1. Japanese students enjoy summer vacation for three months.
2. The author flew to Japan by herself in her childhood.
3. The author has never attended summer camps in America.
4. The author had to do homework assignments during her summer vacation.

5. As for summer vacation, there is no difference between Japanese students and American students.



] FTHRSBSOEANDEKRICRLEVEDE 1~4 £Y—DBUK S,
(1) Look into this problem as soon as possible.
1. Practice 2. Clear 3. Examine 4. Bring

(2) She went on to tell us what to do.

1. proceeded 2. relied 3. discussed 4. associated
(3) You'll catch up with her if you leave at once.

1. postpone 2. obtain 3. transfer 4. overtake
(4) She made believe she was able to solve the problem.

1. conveyed 2. appeared 3. pretended 4. tried
(5) You should learn by heart a lot of useful French idioms.

1. explain 2. memorize 3. speak 4. remember

M ®&H () RIZARZOISENELDE 1~4 £Y—DBUREL,
(1) There is only a slight ( ) that human beings will land on Mars by the end of the century.
1. sustainability 2. capacity 3. ability 4. possibility
(2) When she started to write novels, her teacher ( ) her to do her best.
1. lifted 2. encouraged 3. promised 4. released

(3) Peter and his brother are so ( ) that they could almost be twins.

1. alike 2. double 3. near 4. same
(4) She can’t support her family because her salary is very ( ).
1. cheap 2. expensive 3. low 4. inexpensive

(5) You had better write it down ( ) you forget it.

1. after 2. before 3. however 4. while

IV #XOFHREBHD~DLY. BYZ—DBULEL,
(1) Her family was all mad with joy at the news.

o) @ © @
(2) My brother bought some furnitures for his new house.
) @ @ @

(3) They have two dogs; one is white and other brown.

) @ ® @
(4) Please make you at home in the lounge.

o) @ ® @

(5) There are times when everybody feels a little sadly.

O © ® @



(1)~ @) DHEFXD () ITANBDISELELEDE 1~4 K Y—DRUH L,
(1) “Where is the new desk that Geroge bought yesterday?”
“The color didn’t match, so he ( ) it to the store.”
1. return 2. returned 3. has returned 4. had returned
(2) “We're still looking for the dog.”
“Hasn’t she ( ) yet?”

1. find 2. found 3. been found 4. being found
(3) “When do you think the newspaper will come?”
“Tt ( ) to be here any minute now.”
1. ought 2. can 3. may 4. will

(4) “Bob and Mike are creative.”
“Yes, but Daniel is ( ) of the three.”
1. creative 2. the creativest 3. the more creative 4. the most creative

(5) “When will you have the birthday cake made?”
“T expect to be finished ( ) Saturday”
1.1in 2. on 3. at 4. to

ROEFEXD (D)~ G ICANDDIZHELIzEDE 1~8 K YEULLHIL, fFZL. EREICIEFEALLEWLD
DHLEENTLET,

Alan: What do you want for dinner tonight?

Judy: Hmm. I don’t know. Not Thai food again.

Alan: ( 1 ). We've already had it two times this week. Any other ideas?

Judy: Well, ( 2 ), soI don’t want anything really heavy.

Alan: Me neither. But I don’t want to eat salad, ( 3 ).

Judy: That’s true. What about that barbecued salmon you made for my parents?

Alan: ( 4 )

Judy: Yeah, that one! It was great. Everyone loves that dish.

Alan: Well, ( 5 ), but we do have the rest of the ingredients.

Judy: I'll go to the store if you start the grill.

1. The one with Italian parsley sauce? 5. we don’t have any salmon

2. I'd like beef, please 6. because we had that for lunch
3. It must be true 7. here you are

4.1 agree 8. it’s hot today
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(5) I learned practical skills like swimming and hiking
®__ 2 (®__ 5 (9 __ 3 10__1 (11)__4
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(1] ®"O%EXEHFH. BRICEZBE,

When I think back to Christmas as a child, the first thing I remember is writing letters to Santa.

I took it very seriously, carefully listing the toys I wanted, drawing pictures and leaving cookies and milk
next to the tree. And every year, like magic, Santa wrote back. His letters were always in English and
Japanese, and I remember ( 1 ) soimpressed that Santa was completely bilingual. At the time, the world
felt wonderfully simple. If you wished hard enough and behaved well enough, you might just get the things
on your list.

Back then, “things” mattered so much to me. I wanted the cool sneakers everyone at school had, the
newest video game, the glitter pens all my friends were obsessed with”. Presents were proof that I was
growing up, that I was understood, that someone out there knew exactly ( 2 ) I wanted. Gifts felt like tiny
pieces of identity, helping me understand who I was and who I wanted to be. But somewhere along the way”,
the meaning of gifts shifted.

As I got older, I noticed that I stopped making wish lists. I also stopped asking for things. There was no
single object ( 3 ) could make me ( 4 ) the way a childhood present once did. Instead, (5) [ FAlZ 3 > & Fl
R L DELRIRIED D K 51272 -57-, |: a quiet night’s sleep, extra time in the morning, a moment to
breathe, clarity about my future. I realized that the gifts I longed for as an adult were never wrapped in
bright paper or tied with ribbons.

(6)In fact, the biggest presents in my life arrived in ways I never expected. Moving to Japan, ( 7 ) was a

decision that changed the entire direction of my life, was never on any Christmas list. My career in media
and entertainment, the opportunities and challenges that shaped me, weren’t things I could have asked
Santa for.

Even becoming a mother to twins was its own kind of surprise gift. But these experiences became the gifts
that shaped me more deeply than anything I once tore open on Christmas morning.

(8)As an adult, the word “gift” has taken on a new meaning. Gifts can be chances we didn’t expect, changes
we didn’t plan or people we meet at the perfect moment. Sometimes (9)they arrive wrapped in joy; other
times, they come disguised as difficulties, patience or lessons. But in the long run, they shape us just as
powerfully.

Now, as I spend my first Christmas as a new mother of twins, I can’t help thinking about ( 10 ) my
daughters will one day see this holiday. Right now, they’re too young ( 11 ) anything expect that sparkly
lights on the Christmas tree are pretty and the crinkling” of wrapping paper is fun. But one day, they’ll make
their own wish lists. They’ll ask for toys, trends and things that will probably be completely different from
what I wanted at their age.

The world they will grow up in is very different from the one I grew up in. Many gifts are no longer
tangible® objects, but instead are experiences or digital items, like online games, virtual friends or
subscriptions. The excitement of waiting in line to buy something or the thrill of opening a physical gift is
being replaced by the instant gratification”™ of receiving a notification or unlocking a new level in a game.

Still, I hope they’ll also grow to understand like I did that some of the most meaningful gifts aren’t chosen,
but discovered. They’re the unexpected moments that stay with you, the people ( 12 ) walk into your life
by chance and the lessons you learn when things don’t go as planned. In the end, the most important gifts

are the ones we never thought to ask for.



*k obsessed with: ~ZEHIZ/2 > T D

*k somewhere along the way: W ODRIZH, IBH DO EZ/NHT
*crinkling: L
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REINA. “Through REINA’s Eyes 4 % % 2 %” Asahi Weekly 21 Dec. 2025:22

[1] AP CHHAESNTOIROHEORE T, Kb Fl L 2 A% —DBUAR S,

1. carefully [ care - ful - 1y | 2. bilingual [bi - lin - gual | 3. entertainment [en - ter * tain * ment]
O @ @ © @ @ ®© © e O
4. difficulty [ dif * fi - cul - ty] 5. subscription [ sub - scrip * tion]
O © Q@ @ o © @

2] AXHOO@ADICAND DIZIHE Lz b D% 1~4 L 0RO X0,

(1 1. be 2. to be 3. being 4. been
(4) 1. happy 2. to be happy 3. being happy 4. been happy
(11) 1. understand 2. to understand 3. being understood 4. understood

[3] A o@EMA)UADIZ AN D DIZHE LT b DERD 1~5 £ 0 EOR 3\,
1. which 2. how 3. that 4. who 5. what

AL DG)D HAGE L F UEHRIZAR D KD ICROIGELWAAF R R E N, 72720, UROEE b, SCRICE
U RiZoFnwz &,
(BG) T - LR L OELRED D L H 5T,
[ for / I/ things / wishing / abstract / more / started ]

5] Ao & (@)% AAFCH LSV,
(6] ALHOO@OBERT 5 HDICHONTHABTEX AL,

[7] AXHONEE—ET 5 bOERD 1~5 LY RO S,
1. The author believed Santa was bilingual in Japanese and English when she was a child.
2. The author never wanted things like everyone at school had.
3. The meaning of gift has been the same for the author since her childhood.
4. The author is a mother of two boys.

5. The world twins will grow up in is not different from the one the author grew up in.



] FTHRSBSOEANDEKRICRLEVEDE 1~4 £Y—DBUK S,

(1) Let’s carry on this discussion some other time.

1. cause 2. continue 3. cancel 4. comprehend

(2) All these clothes can’t possibly go into that one tiny suitcase.

1. figure 2. fulfill 3. fit 4. feed
(3) Unexpectedly, her words turned out to be true.

1. proved 2. disappeared 3. interrupted 4. accounted
(4) Young people need someone to look up to these days.

1. improve 2. respect 3. disappoint 4. understand
(5) His dog passed away suddenly last night.

1. occurred 2. returned 3. escaped 4. died

M ®&H () RIZARZDISELIZLDE 1~4 £Y—DBUREL,
(1) That dream of yours might ( ) true some day.

1. come 2. try 3. get 4. have
(2) If the sun is too hot, maybe you would like to sit in the ( ).

1. shade 2. darkness 3. sunlight 4. shadow
(3) The price of eggs is ( ).

1. huge 2. high 3. hard 4. heat
(4) Smith carelessly dialed the ( ) number.

1.1l 2. bad 3. worse 4. wrong
(5) When I walked into the restaurant, I saw a little girl sitting ( ) her elbows on the table.

1. from 2.1n 3. with 4. by

IV #XOFHREBHD~D&Y. BYZ—DBULEL,
(1) He gained a lot of useful imformations from the book.

@® @ © @
(2) This river is very longer than that one.

ORO) © @

(3) It was the most exciting game I have never seen.

© @ ® @
(4) Tom worked hard so that his family shall live in comfort.

@® @ @
(5) Could you teach me the way to the station?

) @ ® @




M~GOREFXD () [CANDDISELIZEDE 1~4 &Y —DBURIY,

(1) “My motorcycle needs an oil change.”

“

) the mechanic do it.”

1. Ask 2. Get 3. Take 4. Have

(2) “When is James going into the army?”

“He (

) to go tomorrow.”

1. must 2. have 3.1s 4. should

(3) “When are you leaving for Brazil?”
“T think I'll go ( ) July 15.”

1.on

2. at 3.1n 4. to

(4) “Is your research project ready?”

“No, and ( ) it today, I won’t pass the course.”

1.1f I finish 2. 1f I finished 3. unless I finish 4. unless I finished

(5) “Would you like to go to the movies tomorrow?”

“Sure. By then I ( ) my homework.”
1. have finished 2. will have finished 3. would have finished 4. finished

ROLFEXD N~ G ICANDDICELIZEDE 1~8 FYBUG I, =20, BRERICEIFEALLZLD

DELEEENTVET,
David: Hello, Peter. Have you found a new place to live? I heard it takes you more than an hour to get to
work.
Peter: I was lucky. I found a reasonable apartment. I want to move soon. ( 1 )
David: No problem. ( 2 )
Peter: How about 9:00 a.m.?( 3 )
David: Tl be there on time. Trust me.
Peter:  You know, the last time you offered to help me, you showed up an hour after we had finished.
David: I didn’t come late on purpose. I set my alarm clock but ( 4 ) You don’t have to worry. I won't
disappoint you.
Peter: Thanks. I really need your help this time, David. And please remember: if you're going to be late,
give me a call.
David: ( 5 )
1. Don’t worry. 5. Are you sure it’s not too early?
2. Can you help me next weekend? 6. You must be joking.
3. What are you talking about? 7. What time should I come?
4. I overslept. 8. What’s wrong?
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(5) I started wishing for more abstract things
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